Results and Discussion
show the AA concentrations in serum enriched with increasing amounts of transferrin and hemoglobin. The AA concentrations of the supple mented pools analyzed without deproteinization (ASO 3 method) were, on average, 2.5% lower than those in E-mail: ihara-1@cam.hi-ho.ne.jp IEARA H et al. deproteinized serum (ASO method); there was a good correlation between the AA values by the two methods (r=0.97, p<0.001). The difference may be due to the presence of endogenous DHA in the serum. Dhariwal et al. (5) reported that DHA could not be detected in fresh human serum, but that it could be made to appear in serum specimens processed under oxidizing conditions. The ASO method measures AA together with DHA, but the ASO-3 method does not measure DHA (1). The dif ference was increased by storage in the presence of transferrin or hemoglobin, and was significantly corre lated with the DHA concentration (r=0.68, p<0.05). In this study, the DHA concentration in deproteinized serum was roughly estimated using the ASO method, with the ASO reagent replaced by phosphate buffer. Increasing concentrations of transferrin and hemo globin decreased the measured AA concentrations in Fig. 1 
